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Step 2 - What’s the problem?
Write a problem statement to identify the behavior under study and 
describe how it has evolved over a specific time period. 

A problem statement 
succinctly describes how 
behavior has evolved over a 
period of time.

It gives your work a clear 
focus and purpose.

A problem statement always
has three parts.

“In the last decade the number of people in 
poor housing has risen by 50 percent”

time period

behavior

main variable

Example : All three parts of the problem statement were
contained in the article. This is not always the case.

Source: https://www.euronews.com/2014/01/31/europe-s-homeless-problem-getting-worse
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UN SDG

#1 : End poverty in all its 
forms everywhere

Problem statement: 

In the last decade the 
number of people in 
poor housing in France 
has risen by 50 percent.

Main source : 
https://www.euronews.com/2014/01/31/eu
rope-s-homeless-problem-getting-worse
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